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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6546

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senate Committee on Health & Long-TermCare (originally sponsored by
Senators Deccio, Wod, W,jahn, Rasnussen, Hochstatter, MAuliffe,
Fi nkbei ner, Prentice, Thi baudeau, Cke and Patterson)

Read first tine 02/ 02/98.

AN ACT Relating to school nurses; adding new sections to chapter
28A. 210 RCW creating new sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that schools are being
asked to play an increasingly expanding role in protecting our

children’s health. Schools are responsible for nonitoring the
i mmuni zation of children, evaluating children’s hearing and vi sion, and
screening for scoliosis. Chronically ill children often require

medically ordered treatnent to enable them to attend school
Prescription nedication is often required to be given to children
during the school day. Schools are also responsible for identifying
and reporting child abuse, identifying drug and al cohol problens,
treating energencies, providing counseling and assi stance for teenage
parents, and providing AIDS education. The legislature finds that
expertise i s needed in our schools to protect the health of students in
our schools and to hel p students |earn.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 210
RCWto read as foll ows:
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(1) Beginning with the 1999-2000 school year, each school district
shall maintain a ratio of not less than one nurse for every one
t housand five hundred full-time equival ent students. In the 2000-2001
school year, each school district shall maintain a ratio of not |ess
than one nurse for every one thousand full-time equival ent students.
In the 2001-2002 school year, each school district shall maintain a
ratio of not |ess than one nurse for every seven hundred fifty full-
time equivalent students. School districts may contract wth
educational service districts to ensure there is never |ess than one
nurse for every seven hundred fifty full-tinme equivalent students in
t he educational service district.

(2) As used in this section, "nurse" neans a person who holds a
valid license as a registered nurse (RN) in Wshington state under
chapter 18.79 RCW

(3) Any school district which currently exceeds the nurse to
student ratios set forthinthis sectionwll maintain at |east aratio
of one nurse to seven hundred fifty students.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 3. By Decenber 31, 2001, the superintendent of
public instruction shall submt a report to the legislature on the
i npl enentation of section 2 of this act and the inpact of the services
provi ded. The report shall include recomendations about whether
funding for school nurses should be an ongoing responsibility of the
state and part of basic educati on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 210
RCWto read as foll ows:

Begi nning in the 1998-99 school year, the determ nation of years of
service for registered nurses shall include both in-school and out - of -
school experience as registered nurses.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 through 3 of this act expire June
30, 2002.

~-- END ---
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